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Bishop of Salisbury is former short-term resident  

Nick Holtam, the newly 

elected Bishop of Salisbury, 

spent one month at the  

Collegeville Institute as a 

short-term scholar in 2008. 

Nick will be the 78
th

 Bishop 

of Salisbury upon his conse-

cration in October 2011. 
 

As current Vicar of St. Mar-

tin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar 

Square, London, Nick was 

most recently on campus 

last April, accompanying the 

renowned St. Martin-in-the-

Fields choir.  While on  

campus, the choir cele-

brated Evening Prayer with 

the monks of Saint John’s 

Abbey, and also appeared 

in concert at the Abbey 

Church.   
 

In response to his election, 

Nick says, “I am honoured 

and delighted to have 

been nominated to be the 

next Bishop of Salisbury.  

There is more to life than 

meets the eye as we pur-

sue what is good, true, just 

and holy. In the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ we have an account 

of what it is to be human, to 

live lovingly and sacrificially, 

and to flourish. We can  

encounter the other faith 

traditions in a confident  

dialogue that seeks peace 

and mutual understanding.” 

 

Nick and his wife, Helen, 

have four adult children.  

Fr. Kilian McDonnell ’s, 
OSB, fourth book of po-
etry, Wrestling with God,  
was published this sum-
mer by Saint John’s Uni-
versity Press. About his 
poetry, Fr. Kilian, founder 
and president of the Col-
legeville Institute, says, “I 
do not write pious poetry; I’m not out to ed-
ify. If people get edified that’s fine, but that’s 
not my focus. I’m not out to convert readers 
or make them better Christians. I’m writing a 
poem about my experience, there’s nothing 
beyond that. But, if readers see something 
significant in a poem and use it for prayer or 
meditation then that’s stupendous.”   
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Poet and professor,  
Angela O’Donnell ’s 
(Summers 2007 and 
2008) new book, Saint 
Sinatra & Other Poems, 
was recently published 
by Word Press (May 
2011.)  Many of the  
poems in the collection 

were conceived, written, and/or revised in 
the context of the "Believing in Writing" 
summer workshops Angela has attended. 
This collection is both meaningful and 
amusing, and speaks to and about saints 
who are familiar, as well as those who are 
not. Playfully, it includes those worthy of 
sainthood in music, the arts, and literature. 

The Book Nook 
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Kilian McDonnell Writer-in-Residence  

Kathleen Norris, 

best-selling author 

and poet, has been 

appointed as the 

2011 Kilian McDon-

nell Writer-in-

Residence.  
 

Kathleen is a familiar 

presence around the 

Collegeville  

Institute and Saint 

John’s University 

and Abbey campus, having been a Resident 

Scholar on two separate occasions in the early 

1990s.  
 

Kathleen was born in Washington, D.C., and 

grew up in Honolulu, Hawaii, as well as on her 

maternal grandparents' farm in Lemmon, 

South Dakota.  
 

She discovered her desire for 

poetry when she began  

attending Bennington College 

in Vermont, and to date, 

has published seven books of 

poetry. Her first book of  

poems was entitled Falling Off 

and was the 1971 winner of 

the Big Table Younger Poets 

Award.  
 

In 1993, Kathleen finished 

writing her first nonfiction book, Dakota: A 

Spiritual Journey, while at the Collegeville Insti-

tute. Dakota stayed on the New York Times 

bestseller list for 17 weeks. She started writing 

both The Cloister Walk (1996) and Amazing 

Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith (1999), during her 

second Institute residency.  The Virgin of Ben-

nington, which appeared in 2002, is a continu-

ous narrative in which she shares the period 

from her sheltered youth to her entrance into 

the New York art world.  Other books include 

The Quotidian Mysteries (1998), Holy Twins 

(2001), Mother (2000),  Journey: New and Se-

lected Poems (2001), and Little Girls in Church 

(1995). Her latest book, Acedia & Me: A Mar-

riage, Monks, and a Writer's Life, was pub-

lished in September 2008. Kathleen is also 

the coauthor of several other books.  
 

Kathleen's work has been compared to that of 

Thomas Merton and she's been described as a 

"Midwestern, late-20th century mystic."  
 

Individuals selected for the Kilian McDonnell 

Writer-in-Residence are persons who have 

demonstrated a commitment to writing that 

serves the purposes of the church, a record of 

producing writing that appeals to a broad  

audience, and a willingness to speak with and 

educate others about the importance and 

practice of such 

writing. The Kilian 

McDonnell resi-

dency is made  

possible through a 

grant from the Lilly  

Endowment Inc.  
 

Kathleen is the 

third Killian 

McDonnell Writer-

in-Residence  

following, Michael Dennis Browne (2007/08) 

and William Placher (2008/09).  
 

 
"Norris . . . is one of history's writing pilgrims 

but also a contemporary American one, boldly 

willing to forsake any number of cultural fads, 

trends and preoccupations in favor . . . [of a] 

searching expedition within herself. . . ." 

- The New York Times Book Review 

 

“I have found the Institute to 
be an inspiring place for writ-
ing and for prayer. The natural 
beauty of the setting, and the 
community formed by the 
residents makes living here a 
joy. The two Benedictine com-
munities provide a witness to 
faith that nourishes the soul.” 

 


